
GERMAN SHEPHERD RESCUE OF NEW ENGLAND, INC. 

2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

\ 

Germ an Shepherd Rescue of New  England, I nc. ( GSRNE)  is an all volunteer, 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  charitable 

organizat ion dedicated to providing veterinary care, evaluat ion and adopt ive hom es for the count less 

num bers of Germ an Shepherd Dogs w ho are left  in pounds to aw ait  an uncertain fate, are ow ner 

surrenders ( divorce, death, etc.) , or are from  abuse or neglect  situat ions. W e help provide a  safe 

harbor for Germ an Shepherds that  m ight  otherw ise be dest royed. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The Germ an Shepherd Rescue of New England, I nc. (GSRNE)  Board is in regular contact  to 

discuss planned events, adopt ions, dog evaluat ions, and the m any funct ions that  com e 

together t o find the r ight  hom e for each of our dogs. 

During the Annual Meet ing, the Board reviews all aspects of GSRNE. 

• Evaluat ions:  I t  all begins with a dog in need. They com e in all ages, sizes, and colors.

They com e from  Anim al Cont rol Officers and Shelters and owner surrenders. Each

requires an evaluat ion and then a Board review to determ ine if we will be able to help

the dog. Then there is t ransportat ion, m icro-chipping, m edical evaluat ions and in som e

cases m edical care for illness or injury, groom ing, dog supplies, food and som et im es

boarding when there are no foster hom es available. Som e also need basic obedience

support .  Each dog also receives a photo shoot  for post ing on the GSRNE Available Dogs

page.

• Fostering :  Foster hom es are our m ost  crit ical need. Without  available foster hom es, we

have to turn dogs away or board them  in kennels, which is never an ideal situat ion for a

dog in need. We review foster hom e available, new foster hom e applicat ions, foster

hom e visits, and the average length of t im e a dog is in a foster hom e.

• Adopt ion :  Finding the r ight  m atch between owner and GSD is a responsibilit y that  we

take very seriously. We discuss the num ber of Applicat ions received, hom e visits,

Applicat ions approved, Adopt ions com pleted and post -adopt ion follow-up.

• Fundraising :  58%  of our 2013 incom e cam e from  our generous sponsors, donors,

m em bers and volunteers. The rem aining 42%  cam e from  our events. The GSRNE Event

Team s work all year round at  events in m ost  of the New England states to spread the

GSRNE m essage. For the first  t im e in the history of GSRNE that  anyone can recall, there

was a lit t le m oney left  over as we entered 2014. Those dollars will be used toward 2014

expenses.

• Educat ion :  Our fantast ic Events Team  also provides educat ional m ater ial at  events.

This is in addit ion to the inform at ion we provide on our website.

I t  is not  possible for us to bring into GSRNE every Germ an Shepherd who needs help, but  

we do work with a variety of ages and m edical condit ions. Our policy is unchanged and that  

is to provide a safe haven to the dogs m ost  in need. Som et im es it  is an older dog like 

Diam ond who lost  her owner when she was 12. Som et im es it  is a dog that  needs m edical 

care like our hero Nit ro who had cancer after  serving as an explosives dog in I raq and 

Afghanistan. Not  all dogs are easy t o place in new homes,  ot hers f ind t here forever homes 

quickly.    

I n 2013 we found hom es for 25 GSDs who needed us. Although we are proud of that  

num ber, our m ission is not  about  how m any dogs we can rehom e in a year. I t  is about  

helping the dogs that  need us m ost . Your part icipat ion and support  is crucial to that  

m ission!  
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GENERAL 
DONATIONS 

31% 

CORPORATE 
DONATIONS 

10% 

SPECIAL 
DOG FUNDS 

7% 

ADOPTION 
 DONATIONS 

4% 

MEMORIALS 
3% 

BUDDY PROGRAM 
2% 

MEMBERSHIP 
1% 

INTEREST 
0.1% 

MERCHANDISE 
10% 

EVENTS OTHER 3% 

EVENTS DOG WALK 4% 

EVENTS CALENDAR RAFFLE  5% 

EVENTS 
 TRIM-A-TREE 7% 

EVENTS AUCTION 
13% 

 2013 GSRNE INCOME 

$104,750 

Thank you to our sponsors, 
donors, members and volunteers 
whose support made this possible. 



DOG VET CARE / MEDICATION 
47% 

DOG CARE 
13% 

DOG SUPPLIES 
7% 

DOG FOOD 
5% 

STATE PERMITS 
1% 

BANK / PAYPAL FEES 
1% 

EVENT EXPENSE 
4% 

OPERATING EXPENSE 
6% 

EVENT MERCHANDISE 
12% 

2013 GSRNE EXPENSE 

$100,580 

In 2013 GSRNE moved to a new website. 
This move was necessary to improve 
functionality and security. 
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ADOPTION 

I t  is always interest ing for us to look over the stat ist ics for  a full year and realize how m any 

volunteers worked together t o help the dogs get  adopted. 

Hot line Volunteers 

Start ing with the Hot line Volunteers taking calls from  potent ial adopters, we have 7 people, 

each taking the calls one day per week. They listened to a total 1,035 calls in 2013 and sent  

out  364 Adopt ion Applicat ions to people who qualified. Of those applicat ions, 130 were 

com pleted and returned to the Adopt ion Coordinator. Each applicant  received a phone call 

to follow up, and som e had decided to hold off on adopt ing;  but  there were 54 applicants 

who did have hom e visits.  

Hom e Visits  

We have volunteers in all the New England states who do adopt ion hom e visits, and we t ry 

to lim it  their t ravel distance to an hour of driving t im e each way. There were 32 volunteers 

who did those hom e visits, and som e did 3 or 4 visits in the course of the year.  

Dogs Adopted 

There were 25 dogs adopted in 2013, 15 were m ales and 10 were fem ales;  and som e went  

to approved adopters from  2012. We t ry to m atch each dog to the hom e where he/ she will 

have the best  chance of fit t ing in and get t ing the leadership and t raining needed, so we 

can't  guarantee that  each approved adopter will be m atched with a dog within a specific 

t im e fram e. The m ore variables we have to take into considerat ion (other dog or dogs in the 

fam ily, cat  or m ult iple cats, applicant  wants a certain color or  age or gender) , the longer it  

can take to have the r ight  dog for them . Som e dogs require an experienced GSD person 

who knows how to be an above-average leader, and those dogs often have to wait  for  the 

best  adopter to appear. Som e dogs stay with us for a year or m ore before the r ight  person 

com es along, and it  wouldn't  be possible to support  dogs for this long (and longer)  if we 

didn't  have act ive volunteers doing events and fundraising in addit ion to the m em orials and 

donat ions people send in. 

Page 6 



DOGS ADOPTED IN 2013 

# 2 4 6   XAGO 

# 2 9 9   DANI KA 

XAGO was a 3 year old m ale 

when he first  cam e to GSRNE 

after  being given up to a shelter 

because his owners were going 

through a divorce and were not  

able to care for him . The shelter 

did not  want  to put  him  up for  

adopt ion to the general public as 

he had som e issues and they felt  

he needed to go to a GSD savvy 

person who could work with him . 

DANIKA was age 4 when we first  

m et  her. This beaut iful girl had 

been with her original owners 

from  the t im e she was a young 

puppy. However, the fam ily’s 

situat ion changed and they were 

no longer able to keep their 

beloved GSD. 
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# 3 6 1  TYSON 

# 3 6 4  MANNY 

TYSON was just  9 m onths old 

when he was turned over to 

GSRNE. This handsom e boy 

needed a lot  of help. He had no 

leash m anners, no t raining, was 

very m outhy and did not  like to 

be touched.   

MANNY was 7 when we m et  him . 

He cam e to us from  a shelter 

after  his owner lost  his hom e. We 

were told the owner had adopted 

him  from  that  sam e shelter five 

years earlier when his first  owner 

surrendered him  due to an 

increase in his hom e owner’s 

policy for having a GSD.  
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# 3 6 5  ZEUS 

# 3 6 6  W EST 

WEST, a 5 year old m ale, had 

the typical rescue story. He was 

abandoned and starving when 

he was picked up by anim al 

cont rol and placed in a shelter.  

He was suffering from  

m alnut r it ion, flea derm at it is, 

hair loss and very painful ear 

infect ions. He also suffered 

acute bloat  short ly after  arr iving 

at  the shelter. The shelter  saved 

him  and then called us. They 

knew he needed special help to 

heal. All of that  adversity did 

not  change his kind and fr iendly 

disposit ion. 

ZEUS was a just  a 10 m onth old, 

super sweet , fr iendly boy when 

he cam e to GSRNE. His owner 

surrendered him  to a shelter and 

the shelter  contacted us to help. 

He had so m uch to learn – how to 

walk on a leash, how not  to j um p 

and counter surf, and all the basic 

com m ands.  
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# 3 6 7  TOUSER 

# 3 6 8  ADDI E 

TOUSER was five when we m et  

him . This handsom e, well-

m annered boy was surrendered 

to a shelter aft er  his fam ily felt  

too overwhelm ed to care for  him  

along with their young children. 

Realizing what  a wonderful dog 

Touser was, the shelter called 

GSRNE for help. Touser has been 

diagnosed with Pannus, a lifelong 

eye condit ion that  is m anaged 

with eye drops.  

ADDI E was only four m onths old 

when her owner gave her up to a 

shelter. The shelter called us 

because they knew Addie needed 

the kind of t raining and at tent ion 

she would get  from  GSRNE to 

help her learn basic obedience 

and to overcom e her shyness. 

She is a sm art  gir l who loves to 

play and enjoys discovering all 

that  life offers.  
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# 3 6 9  MADDI E ( MADI SON)  

# 3 7 0  GEMMA 

MADDIE cam e to GSRNE when 

she was just  16 m onths old. She 

is super sweet  and fr iendly gir l 

who prom otes adopt ion wherever 

she goes. Maddie even has her 

very own business card.   

GEMMA was 2-years old when we 

m et  her. She was a st ray and 

when she was found and turned 

over t o a shelter , she was very 

underweight  (only 40 pounds) . 

She had also recent ly given birth 

to a lit ter. The shelter contacted 

GSRNE to help this sweet  gir l. 

She is now the source of m uch 

happiness to her forever fam ily. 
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# 3 7 1  HALEY 

 

 

 

# 3 7 3  DI XI E 

 

 

 

HALEY is an act ive young fem ale, 

age 5 ½  who lived with her owner 

from  the t im e she was j ust  8 

weeks old. They went  through 

som e difficult  t im es together, and 

then her owner lost  her hom e and 

had to m ove in with relat ives. 

Sadly, Haley was not  welcom e 

there. Her owner contacted 

GSRNE and was relieved to learn 

that  we would be able to place 

her in a foster hom e and help her 

find a new forever hom e. 

DIXI E was only 11-12 weeks old 

when this sweet  and fr iendly girl 

cam e to us. I n that  short  t im e, 

she had already been in two other 

hom es. She is a pret ty girl but  

has a shorter tail as som ething 

happened to her before we got  

her.  Possibly the m other chewed 

off part  of her tail thinking it  was 

the um bilical cord. She also had 

hookworm s and a hernia which 

needed t reatm ent .   
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# 3 7 2  KELSA 

 

Kelsa was very ill.  

 

Kelsa peeks through the tulips with her ball. 

  

KELSA was a 5 m onth old fem ale 

puppy and very, very ill when GSRNE 

was called to help. Kelsa had been 

brought  to Tufts and was very sick 

with Parvovirus. She was going to be 

euthanized within the next  five 

m inutes if they couldn't  find som eone 

to take responsibilit y for  her care. The 

owners had purchased the puppy just  

a few days before she got  sick. They 

brought  her to Tufts but  couldn't  

afford the t reatm ent . One of our 

m em bers brought  this em ergency 

situat ion to the Board and GSRNE 

im m ediately responded that  we would 

take the puppy and provide for her 

care.  

When a puppy has Parvo, there is a 

chance of death from  dehydrat ion, 

secondary bacterial infect ion, and 

blood loss from  intest inal hem orrhage.  

Today beaut iful Kelsa is a happy, 

healthy, confident  girl. 
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# 3 7 4  RI CCA 

 

 

 

# 3 7 5  LOGAN 

 

 

 

  

RICCA is a beaut iful, large, sable, 

m ale GSD. He cam e into GSRNE’s 

program  as a st ray when he was 

1 1/ 2 -2 years old. He was st ill 

very m uch a puppy and needed 

cont inued t raining and exercise to 

help with his typical GSD puppy 

ant ics. His forever fam ily tells us 

that  he is now “a cool dude” .  

LOGAN was a 1 year old when he 

arr ived at  GSRNE. He cam e into 

our program  from  a shelter that  

requested our help. He was given 

up to the shelter by som eone who 

doesn’t  know the breed and did 

not  know how to care for a 

young, very act ive and confused 

pup. 
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# 3 7 6  NI TRO  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NI TRO was a large, handsom e, 

sable m ale. He cam e to GSRNE at  

age 10. Nit ro was a ret ired bom b-

sniffing dog that  served in I raq 

and Afghanistan. This brave boy 

did three tours in all. When he 

was ready for  ret irem ent , GSRNE 

was contacted and asked to find 

him  a forever hom e. There was a 

large lum p on his neck, which 

was rem oved during a vet  

appointm ent  and found to be 

non-cancerous.  

During the surgery, however, a 

tum or was found on his tonsil;  

and a biopsy revealed that  it  was 

Tonsillar Squam ous Cell 

Carcinom a, com m on for K9 dogs 

working in the detect ion of 

explosives. Carcinom a of the 

tonsils is part icularly aggressive 

and our Vet  told us he would 

probably only have about  3 

m onths. 

The Board m ade the decision he 

would stay with his foster Dad, 

and K9 brother,  Rocky, whose 

m otorcycle club, the New England 

Vikings, had fallen in love with 

Nit ro. The club m em bers are 

m ost ly ret ired US Veterans that  

also served our count ry and were 

in awe of this m agnificent  boy 

In Septem ber Nit ro was adopted 

(an honorary adopt ion)  by the 

New England Vikings Motorcycle 

Club.  

With great  sadness and heavy 

hearts we said good-bye to our 

wonderful boy on April 5, 2014, 

alm ost  one year after his 

diagnosis.  
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# 3 7 7  EBONY 

 
 

 

# 3 7 8  MAJOR 

 

 

 

  

EBONY j oined the GSRNE fam ily 

at  age 8 along with her older 

canine brother, Sim ba2. Their 

owner was no longer able to care 

for  them . Ebony is a beaut iful, 

black Shepherd who is happy, 

well-behaved and just  wants to 

be with her person. 

MAJOR is a gorgeous, large, 

young (age1 ½ ) , m ale GSD. He 

cam e into our program  from  a 

shelter asking for our help. Major 

is a very sm art ,  st rong, energet ic 

boy.  
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# 3 7 9  DUKE 

 

 

 

# 3 8 0  ALFI E 

 

 

 

  

DUKE, a 3 ½  year old m ale, 

needed a hom e with st rong 

leadership so he could becom e 

the perfect  best  fr iend. He is a 

sweet , loving boy who j ust  

needed the r ight  fam ily to bring 

st ructure to his life.  

ALFI E, a 9 year old m ale, did not  

have a good life before GSRNE. 

He lived in a backyard t ied to an 

old van that  was used as a dog 

house. One day he darted to the 

end of his chain and injured his 

neck so badly that  he becam e 

paralyzed from  the neck down. 

Due to the wonderful care 

provided by the Scituate Anim al 

Hospital in Rhode I sland, he soon 

regained cont rol of his front  legs.  

The hospital staff knew Alfie 

needed a loving hom e where he 

could cont inue his recovery so 

they called GSRNE for help. 

Fortunately, we had just  the r ight  

foster hom e available and Alfie 

gradually got  back a lot  of his 

st rength and flexibilit y. Alfie is 

now able to t rot  on the beach, go 

for  walks and get  m ore fun out  of 

life than he ever had before.  
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# 3 8 1  TI A 

 

 

 

# 3 8 2  SI MBA2  

 

 

 

  

TIA is a beaut iful, nine-m onth 

old, black and tan GSD. She is 

very sweet  and fr iendly with 

people. When she cam e to 

GSRNE, she had no social skills or 

obedience t raining.  

SIMBA is a 5 year old bundle of 

love and energy. He cam e into 

our program  with his canine 

sister, Ebony. Their previous 

owner was no longer able to care 

of them . Sim ba had a severe ear 

infect ion and a skin condit ion 

where he lost  his fur on his back, 

neck, chest  and the inside of his 

legs. Despite his condit ion, he is a 

very sweet  and loving dog with a 

great  t em peram ent . With proper 

m edical care and grain- free food, 

Sim ba’s health returned as well 

as his hair!   
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# 3 8 3  TONKA 

 

 

 

# 3 8 4  LADY 

 

 

 

  

TONKA is a young (age 2) , 

handsom e, black and tan long 

coat .  He was a st ray and he 

needed help so the shelter turned 

to GSRNE Tonka is a very happy 

dog with a sensit ive, loving and 

playful personalit y.  

Tonka had a skin condit ion that  

required ant ibiot ics and special 

m edicated baths once a week.   

Tonka is very happy to be 

adopted by his Foster Fam ily.  

LADY is a very sweet ,  pret ty, high 

energy and playful eight-m onth-

old puppy who cam e to us from  a 

shelter asking for our help. She 

cam e into our program  with her 

sister Lexi who needed surgery 

on her left , front  leg. Both dogs 

were in need of t raining and 

socializat ion Lexi was adopted in 

2014 when her leg healed. 

 

Page 19 

 



# 3 8 5  KYRA 

 

 

 

# 3 8 6  HANK 

 

 

  

KYRA, age 6 ½ , cam e to us from  

a situat ion that  she needed to 

rem oved from  quickly so GSRNE 

was asked to help. 

While in her foster hom e, we 

found that  Kyra had an ulcer on 

the cornea of one of her eyes that  

needed to be surgically rem oved. 

She fully recovered from  her 

surgery and she only needs to 

have her eye checked once each 

year as part  of her annual exam .  

HANK is a handsom e, age 5-1/ 2, 

black and tan, m ale GSD. Hank 

cam e into our program  as an 

owner surrender with Chloe. 

Unfortunately, his owner could no 

longer keep him  or Chloe due to 

the t im e both dogs needed and 

one hum an in the hom e had 

allergies. Chole was adopted in 

2014.  
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VOLUNTEERS 

GSRNE is an “all volunteer”  organizat ion. Our t alented and devoted volunteers give their 

t im e and talents to every aspect  of the Rescue to ensure that  we can fulfill our m ission to 

help Germ an Shepherd Dogs who are in the m ost  need. I n 2013 we had 66 new volunteers 

join us from  throughout  New England and beyond. 

MA 47 

CT 6 

ME 5 

NH 3 

RI  3 

VT 1 

NY 1 

 

I t  takes a team  of dedicated individuals working together t o help each dog receive the care 

he or she needs on it s j ourney to finding a forever hom e.   

GSRNE volunteers answer hundreds of calls and em ails each year. They respond to let ters 

and acknowledge donat ions. They coordinate m em berships and help bring other new 

volunteers into GSRNE. Experts in finance m anage the funds and keep the books. Expert s in 

photography bring out  each dog’s unique personalit y in beaut iful photos. A team  of 

volunteers works t irelessly to find foster hom es and adopt ive hom es for  our dogs. That  

includes reviewing applicat ions, interviewing applicants, m aking visit s to each potent ial 

foster hom e or adopt ive hom e. Another t eam  works on planning, organizing, publicizing, 

set t ing up and staffing events, our m ain source of funds. Others specialize in fundraising 

with sponsors and local businesses. There are team s that  work on com m unicat ions including 

m aterials for our m em bers, volunteers, foster hom es and adopt ive hom es, news and 

educat ional m aterials for our website, posts for our Facebook page, and keeping our 

“ tweets”  current .  We also have a dedicated staff that  edits and publishes our m onthly e-

newslet ter , The Shepherd’s Watch. Specially t rained volunteers work direct ly with the GSDs 

in need -  evaluat ing and t ransport ing each dog that  com es into GSRNE, t raining dogs that  

need to learn basic m anners, m icro- chipping them , as well as coordinat ing and t ransport ing 

supplies for our foster hom es throughout  New England. Som e of our volunteers also provide 

caring foster hom es for our GSRNE dogs. For GSRNE, the goal is to find every dog the r ight  

hom e for that  dog but  it  doesn’t  end there. Our volunteers follow up with each adopt ive 

fam ily to answer quest ions and to keep up to date on the progress of their GSRNE dog.  

GSRNE is very fortunate to have so m any volunteers sharing their t im e and talents to m ake 

a difference.  
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2013 GSRNE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

We hope that  you find his report  inform at ive. 

Karen McCall, President  

Chr is Harrim an, Mem ber 

Jeannie McMahon, Secretary 

2013 GSRNE FINANCE TEAM 

Craig Hanson, Treasurer  

Liz Arnold, Bookkeeper  

QUESTIONS 

I f  you have any quest ions or suggest ions, please contact  us. 

By phone:  

Leave a m essage on our hot line at  (978)  443-2202 and indicate that  the m essage is 

regarding the 2013 Annual Report .  

By regular m ail:  

GSRNE 

P.O. Box 299 

Wayland, MA 01778 

By em ail:  

askgsrne@gsrne.org 

Online:  

Use our Contact  Us form  on our website www.gsrne.org. Just  select  Contact  Us from  the 

About  Us tab. 

We appreciate your interest  and your support . Thank you. 

Page 22 

http://www.gsrne.org/

	MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
	2013 GSRNE INCOME
	2013 GSRNE EXPENSE
	ADOPTION
	DOGS ADOPTED IN 2013
	VOLUNTEERS
	2013 GSRNE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	2013 GSRNE FINANCE TEAM
	QUESTIONS
	GSRNE 2013 Income in Microsoft Office Word.pdf
	Chart1

	GSRNE 2013 Income in Microsoft Office Word Final.pdf
	Chart1


